' Andrews 28

Cruisable, ramp-launched speedster with offshore racing poten

1

nanera when 30 sailboats are widely
“ perceived as entry level, is there still
a market for a high performance, limited
preduction 28-footer? Two entrepreneurs
from Penticton, brothers van and Vladimir
Ivandic, believe that there just might be.
Their Andrews 28 isa state-of-the-art design
from the board of noted Californian Alan
Anlrews, the naval architect best known for
high-end race boats like Transpae 525 and
7o' turho sleds
Although Sybvana Yachtss new 28-footer
is obviously not on quite the same scale,
the project is equally sophisticated in many
respects Advanced construction and metic-
ulous attention to weight control brought
the prototype in at just a few kilos over the
target displacement of 1,700 kilograms
(3,750 pounds}), which is remarkably light
for an ocean-capable boat offering standing
headroom, very respectable cruising ameni-
ties and an inboard diesel engine.
However, the greatest asset that the
Andrews 28 brings to the table might be how
easy it is to trailer and launch from a ramp.

Even a half-ton pickup or mid-sized SUY
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can safely tow this rig, putting far-off cruis-
ing grounds within reach and even mak-
ing it feasible for Northwest sailors to enter
major international events like the New-
port-Ensenada, Chicago to Mackinac or
Key West Race Week And for obvious
reasons, trailerability is an enormous
boon to the one-desim prospects
of any newborn race boat. After
all, whe would deliberately limit

themselves to a small local fleet
if an otherwise comparable but
“more portable” class adds the
potential for regional and even
nationwide one-design racing?

Design/Construction
At first glance, the Andrews
28 might appear too tall and
“eruisy” to fit the image of
a low-slung ultra-light dis-
placement boat (ULDB), yet
it’s interesting to note that its
dynamic wetted length and
actual sailing displacement are
very close to those of the Olson

30, the breakthrough Santa Cruz classic
dating back to 1978. By comparison, the
new Andrews offers inboard diesel power,
at least 45 centimetres (1.5 feet) of addi-
tional interior headroom, a little more

beam, an enclosed head, a serviceable
galley, substantially larger rig and
much deeper, more efficient foils. So
even if we recogmize George Olson
as being well ahead of his time, it's

cm!y fair to conclude that |igE:|t-
displacement boatbuilding has
advanced considerably over the
past 30 years.
0Of course, it remains an
immutable fact that low dis-
placement means there won't
be much bull below the water-
line. To obtain full headroom

in aboat as light and short as 5
the Andrews 28, the freeboard 2
and/or cabin must be propor- %

i

tiona]l}r ]'n'gh. (Given these
constraints, Alan Andrews
deserves kudos for coming g

through with a surprisingly §



handseme little yacht. The sleek contours
of the cabin effectively disguise its size, and
the slightly concave sheerline looks really
nice from nllviewing .'mghﬁ_

The Andrews 28 is built at a modern, cli-
mate-controlled plant in Penticton. More
than two years of effort went into prepar-
ing extensive female tooling to allow virtu-
ally every fibreglass part to be fabricated
using the closed-mold vacuum-infusion
process. Hull, deck, structural fumiture
modules and bulkhead/ring frames are all
built in a foam-cored composite sandwich
using stitched e-glass reinforcements and
a premium vinylester resin. The fibreglass
components are assembled using an ultra-
strong methacrylate adhesive, eliminating
any need to hurry assembly for a reliable
secondary bonding while the primary mold-
ing resin is still at its “green” or partially
cured stage.

The lifting keel of the Andrews 28 sockets
into a central trunk structurally tied to the
bonded interior panfgrid system. The keel
fin consists of a vertical, stainless steel strut,
surrounded by a fibreglass shell with a stable
epoxy filler cecupying the space in between.
The streamlined, lead bulb (representing 440
kg, or 75 percent of the total ballast) isboleed
to a flange on the bottom of the stainless
strut, resulting in a ballast centre of gravity
not much higher than the boat’s impressive
overall draft of 2.13 metres (seven feet).

The tapered, upper portion of the keel fin
wedges firmly into the trunk when lowered,
and the entire assembly is locked into place
for sailing by a pair of robust stainless steel
crossbars. Allin all, the critical keel root area
appears well engineered and, if anything,
should stand a better-than-average chance of
surviving hard groundings unscathed.

The outboard rudder assembly con-
sists of a cassette that swings on transom-
mounted gudgeons, a deep foil that can be
retracted for trailering and an integrated
tiller. All three components are custom
malded in carbon fibre to keep weight at
the stern to an absolute minimum. Off-
the-shelf carbon tubes are employed as
interior compression posts and for the
retractable pole for the asymmetrical spin-
naker—something we're seeing more and
more with high-volume builders.

Coclpit, Deck & Rig Although the back
half of the open transom cockpit might be
described as “full race,” integral cockpit *
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bench seats ahead ofthe sele-  Down below, deslgner Alan  perfermance. The Hungarian
mounted traveller make the  Andrews (Aght) shows  firm Pauger Carbon produced
boat a great deal more versa-  there's decent headraom  the prototyperig and made a
tile when it comes to cruis-  beneath the side decks  verycleanjobof it. However,
ing, dockside gatherings and  and room to stretch out. a MNorth American supplier

so forth, Also in keeping with

the Andrews’s dual-role character, the seats
add interior space fora walkin stompe locker
aft {accessed through the head) as well as the
necessary headroom to ward off claustropha-
biain the portside aft double cabin.

The Andrews 28 prototype features a
state-of-the-art racing la.}rout with numer-
ous double-ended controls. Further test-
ing will determine whether worthwhile
weight/cost savings can be achieved by sim-
plifying things slightly, but the builders still
intend to turn out a boat suitable for high-
level competition. Four Anderson stainless
stee] winches—a good value, in my opinion,
because they minimize wear on expensive
high-tech cordage—handle the headsail
sheets and all cabin-top controls. The hig
main is tamed with a well-designed traveller
system, course/fine sheeting and acascading
backstay tackle for mast bend control.

Bath the double spreader mast and the
boom are carbon-epoxy because lvan Ivan-
dic does not believe the modest cost savings
associated with aluminum can justify the
added weight and associated loss in sailing

will probably be chosen for
future spars to reduce lead times.

Systems & Amenities A Yanmar 1GMio
diesel mated toan SDzo saildrive is mounted
beneath a light fibreglass enclosure that dou-
bles as the companionway stairs. Mainte-
nance access couldrt be easier, This compact,
single cylinder engine is definitely not the
quietest auxiliary around, but the saildrive
helps control vibration; there’s also room
muugh in the enclosure for after-market
soundproofing if an owner isn't overly con-
cerned about adding a eouple kilos, On the
other hand, designer Alan Andrews has been
gquite ruthless en this subject, specifying, for
mmple, alightwuight wet exhaust made of
thin fibreglass tubing instead of conventional
rubber hose Mare wﬁghtmuans less .'1'|1€|L'\d,
and although this little yacht is conceived as
a performance cruiser, its fast, exhilarating
sailing will ultimately sell the package.

The portside galley module in the Andrews
houses a singkpbumvr Orego aleohal stowe,
fair-sized cold box and a molded sink, which
draws freshwater from a five-gallon jerry can.

5) THSFGE & OFPOSITE: SYEM DONALDSOM (2%}

The robust lIfting keel trunk Is bonded to the
Interlor grid system.

The head compartment featuresa lightweight
privacy screen that resembles a horizontal
roller blind, but the toilet itself is conven-
tionally plumbed to a 6.5 gallon holding tank
housed beneath the navigation module oppo-
site the galley.

Further forward, settees flank a central
table that mounts atop the keel trunk. Both
the V-berth forward and the double berth
aft are easily long and wide enough for two
adults, and the three-inch foam cushions are
quite comfortable.

The all-fibreglass interior looks rather
stark, but all the basics are there and it
wouldn't be difficult to brighten things upa
bit for cruising with some coloured cushions,
bedding and maybe a picture or two. Clean-
ing house is dead easy: a straightforward »



B 104 way 08 wwwpaciticachting.com

sponge and bucket job. An open-
ing forward hatch, the compan-
fonway and four opening port
lights provide ventilation that’s
at least on par with quite a few pure craising
de:iigns of similar size.

On the Water 1got out on the prototype
Andrews when it passed through Vancouver
in mid-March, but unfortunately English Bay
only saw “typical” light air conditions. All the
same, it was immediately evident that this
is both a sweet sailing boat and a hot little
racing machine, Close hauled in an easterly
that pe:!l:ed at about eighl Imots, we en.\'il}r
dialed up speeds to six knots while maintain-
ing some impressively high angles. Reaching
up for maximum pace under the masthead
asymmetrical kite saw us regularly into mid-
sevens, The boat’s preliminary local PHRF
rating of 85 doesn't seem overly onerous
given what [ saw in ligl'lt air, and in skilled
hands, the Andrews 28 should prove a potent
weapon on the racecourse.

Concluding Remarks The Andrews's
lightweight yet rugged construction will
prove of real value, not only for racing but
when the boat is in cruising mode, too.
Unlike quite a few 28 production sailboats,
this one should be readily capable of handling
pryloads of a half-tan or more without drag-
ging its transom and slowing too severely.
Sturdy construction is particularly criti-
cal for a trailerable yacht, but, again, the
Andrews appears to be made with the dgours
of road life in mind, Moreover, according to
the builders, erecting the lightweight carbon
mast {5 easily handled by two peaple, and the

boat sits low enough on its trailer to launch

Though stark-looking, the
all-fibreghass Interior 15 a
snap to cleanup.

from a typical ramp without
immersing the rear wheels
of the tow vehicle. Once
afloat, the keel is lowered
using a simple hand winch system and prior
to sailing, locked down.

Intreductory, factory-commissioned price
for an Andrews 28 equipped with the carban
spars, diesel saildrive, standard electrical/
plumbing systems and race-ready deck gear
s currently US$gz750. (Pricing is provided
in U.5. dollars because most materialsfequip-
ment are U.S.-sourced). Three top-quality
racing sails, a trailer and special gear for
erecting/carrying the mast, jih Fl.‘li'lil'lg gear
and a basic navigational electronics package
will add another $20,000-22.000. For acom-
pact cruiser/racer offering this level of build
quality, versatility and raw performance, it’s
one of the sweetest deals around. @&

Andrews 28

LOA &5m 28'

LWL 7.85m 25'g"
Beam 302m 911"
Draft 2.13m T

Ballast 585 kg 1,290 |bs
Displ. 1,700 kg 3,750 Ibs
SAsoxuee) 39.5sg-m 425 sgft
SA/D 282
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Built and Sold by

SylvanaYachts

Pantictan

250-492-4214

WIWW. syivanayachts.com

G5 SEM DONALDSTH



